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Tables in this report were filled with data submitted by the supervising body on behalf the unit.
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INTRODUCTION
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF THE UNIT

The Centre de Recherche en Cancérologie de Toulouse (CRCT, 14,000 m2 owned by Inserm) is located on the
Toulouse Oncopole (south west of Toulouse), which also hosts a university hospital (Institut Universitaire du Cancer
de Toulouse-Oncopole, IUCT-O, comprising CHU Toulouse and Institut Claudius Regaud), pharmaceutical
companies (Sanofi, Pierre Fabre, Cyclopharma), and the public ITAV (Institute of Advanced Technologies for life
sciences) run by the CNRS and the University of Toulouse. The Oncopole was built on the site of the AZF chemical
factory blast (2001) and is a 220 hectares site, well connected to the airport, highways, university and hospitals.
The CRCT represents the major task force in cancer research in the Toulouse area.

The CRCT shares a building with the Inserm Centre Régional d'Exploration Fonctionnelle et de Ressources
Expérimentales (CREFRE, dedicated to zootechnics) located on the 15 floor together with the CRCT platforms and
support services, while the upper three floors of the building are occupied by the research teams. The CRCT is a
joint research unit of Inserm and Toulouse lll Paul Sabatier University (UMR 1037), with four of its teams also labelled
by the CNRS as Equipe de Recherche Labellisées (ERL 5294). In total, the CRCT is currently composed of 21 teams
(5 emergent ones), 9 platform facilities, and 12 support services. The CRCT teams also interact with two other
divisions of the IUCT — IUCT-Purpan and IUCT-Rangueil Larrey — which are located on different sites in Toulouse.

MANAGEMENT TEAM

The CRCT is headed by Gilles FAVRE, supported by the deputy director, Stéphane Pyronnet, and the administrative
director Sébastien GuiserT, forming the direction board.

HCERES NOMENCLATURE

SVE2; SVES.

THEMATICS

Teams of the CRCT study the fundamental bases of tumor development and host response with a particular focus
on four major research lines: oncogenic signalling and genetic instability, RNA regulatory networks in tumours,
tfumour microenvironment and metabolism, and oncoimmunology. The CRCT has also two integrated research
programs promoting interdisciplinary collaborations and transfer to the clinic: ‘Mechanisms of resistance and new
targets: from molecular to clinical pharmacology’ and ‘Developing new interdisciplinary approaches for
diagnosis, prognosis, and infervention’ in collaboration with IRIT (Toulouse Institute of Computer Science Research)
and LAAS (Laboratory for Analysis and Architecture of Systems).

Translational and clinical research is centered on diseases treated at IUCT-O, from solid tumors to leukemia.
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UNIT WORKFORCE

Name of the unit : Cancer Research Center of Toulouse

Active staff Number Number
06/30/2019 | 01/01/2021
Full professors and similar positions 31 36
Assistant professors and similar positions 25 27
Full time research directors (Directeurs de recherche) and similar positions 20 14
Full fime research associates (Chargés de recherche) and similar positions 27 27
Other scientists (*Conservateurs, cadres scientifiques des E.PIC, fo.ndoﬁons, 34 14
industries, etc.”)
High school teachers 0 1
Supporting personnel (ITAs, BIATSSs and others, notably of EPICs) 63 52
Permanent staff 200 181
Non-permanent professors and associate professors, including emeritus 0
Non-permanent full time scientists, including emeritus, post-docs (except 35
PhD students)
PhD Students 81
Non-permanent supporting personnel 36
Non-permanent staff 152
Total 352 181

GLOBAL ASSESSMENT OF THE UNIT

The CRCT research unit develops an ambitious cancer research program, from basic science to franslational and
clinical research. A majority of the proposed projects are based on strong interactions with hospitals and
companies. They use molecular and cellular approaches, genetics, animal models and biological and clinical
resources from hospitals. Teams explore in a very thorough manner the complexity of solid and hematological
malignancies, their inferaction with the microenvironment, in parficular the immune system, to discover novel
diagnostics and therapeutics, and move, as much as possible, o the bedside for clinical evaluation. Teams with
more clinically orientated programs also develop projects in radiotherapy and pharmacology/pharmacokinetics.
The committee would like first to congratulate the unit director who has done an outstanding job in building a
cancer research program that has excellent links to the neighbouring hospitals and some excellent to very good
lines of research. The report produced by the unit is remarkable and the direction and the contributors have to be
congratulated for their common effort.

The scientific project is excellent in ferms of organization and governance and benefits from an impressive
number of permanent researchers and engineers/technicians. It has shown a steep and contfinuous increase in
attractiveness for permanent positions, post-docs and funding, during the 2012-2018 period, and regularly
welcomes international students and post-docs. The direction has made an excellent effort to attract teams from
Toulouse, Nantes and Bordeaux, taking advantage of the opporfunity to host people in a brand new building
close to hospitals. Strong effort has been made to organize many aspects of the life of the new research unit that
will facilitate its success. The project benefits from very strong and effective support of all institutions, access to
state-of-the art and well-organized platforms, and tfeams have access to excellent biological and clinical
databases.
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The CRCT hosts excellent teams with very good to excellent scientific production. Teams are strongly involved in
teaching and are well funded, with many local and national grants. However international funding is limited. A
real effort has been made to reorganize some projects through the merge of existing tfeams and to propose a
common scientific project gathering people working previously on different fopics. There is a strong willingness to
cover all the clinical specidlities of the neighbouring hospitals, which is excellent to promote interactions between
clinicians and biologists. However, lack of focus on a limited number of cancers, especially in solid fumors, may
somewhat impair the competitiveness of the CRCT, including at the national level. This may also have contributed
to the difficulty in attracting outstanding team leaders from European institutes.

Overdall the proposed project is very ambitious and of excellent quality, with some outstanding research lines.
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