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INTRODUCTION

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF THE UNIT

IGMM was founded in 1993 by Pr. Philippe JEANTEUR with a main focus on RNA metabolism and gene regulation,
which still remains central to IGMMs activity. Jean-Marie BLANCHARD took over the directorship in 2003, followed
by Marc PiEcHACZYK in 2011. During the last contract, directorship was taken over by E. Schwob in 2019. IGMM is
located on the CNRS campus of the "Route de Mende" and occupies a building of ~4,000 m2. The IGMM s
physically connected to the Montpellier Center for Research in Cell Biology (CRBM) and the Institute of
Research in Infectiology of Montpellier (IRIM), sharing research programs and technological platforms.

Management team

Etienne ScHwos is the director of IGMM, he is assisted by Eric KREMER, who acts as deputy director.

HCERES NOMENCLATURE

SVE2 Biologie cellulaire, imagerie, biologie moléculaire, biochimie, génomique, biologie systémique,
développement, biologie structurale

SVE3 Microbiologie, virology, immunité

SVES5 Physiologie, physiopathologie, cardiologie, pharmacologie, endocrinologie, cancer, technologies
médicales

THEMATICS
The IGMM conducts basic research in the field of RNA biology, Genetic and Epigenetic Regulations, Cell

Cycle and Cell Death and Tumorigenesis. Projects are relevant to molecular and cellular medicine, impacting
on the fields of cancer, infectious illnesses and genefic/immune diseases.

UNIT WORKFORCE

Montpellier Institute of Molecular Genetics

Active staff Number Number
06/30/2019 | 01/01/2021

Full professors and similar positions 2 4

Assistant professors and similar positions 4 3

Full time research directors (Directeurs de recherche) and similar positions 19 17

Full time research associates (Chargés de recherche) and similar positions 27 27

Other scientists (*Conservateurs, cadres scientifiques des EPIC, fondations, 1 10
industries, etc.”)

High school teachers 0 0

Supporting personnel (ITAs, BIATSSs and others, notably of EPICs) 38 33

Permanent staff 101 94

Non-permanent professors and associate professors, including emeritus 0
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Non-permanent full time scientists, including emeritus, post-docs (except PhD 19
students)
PhD Students 35
Non-permanent supporting personnel 41
Non-permanent staff 95
Total 196 94

GLOBAL ASSESSMENT OF THE UNIT

The ambition of IGMM is to conduct high quality basic research highly relevant for molecular and/or cellular
medicine. IGMM unit has consolidated its excellent reputation with major contributions in the fields of function
and maturation of RNA, franscription regulation, genome organization, DNA methylation, tumorigenesis,
immunology and viral infections published in high-ranking journals. The research at IGMM is organized around
four axes: RNA biology; Genetic and epigentic regulations; Tumorigenesis, cell cycle and cell death; and
Immunology, viral infectiology and biotherapies. There are many collaborations between the teams belonging
to the different axes. IGMM staff interested in industrial applications founded several biotech companies and
several patents have been obtained. The interactions with the non-academic world were excellent to
outstanding, considering the industrial contracts, patents and participation to start-up creations. The public
outreach activities were outstanding as the IGMM has diversified its interactions with the non-academic world.
The unit largely communicated their results to the lay public through interviews, publications in general
medical journals, media reports, festival organizations, public debates and visits of high school students. The
unit has also an excellent activity in fraining through research. In addition, there were many continuing
education actions conducted at IGMM during the reporting period. The organisation and the life of the unit
are excellent. The personel, students and post-docs in general were happy to work at IGMM. The strategy
consisting of recruiting new top level internationally competitive tfeams and increasing inferactions between
the physically connected neighbouring institutes to create a new life science center is excellent.
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