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INTRODUCTION
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF THE UNIT

The UMR “Biochimie et Physiologie Moléculaire des Plantes” (BPMP) is located on the INRA/Montpellier SupAgro
Campus (“La Gaillarde”). With almost 150 team members organised into 11 research teams, this is a large unit.
Originating from the “Laboratoire de Biochimie et Physiologie Végétales” (BPV) BPMP is now associated with four
institutions and directed by Dr. Alain Gojon.

BPMP has several technological platforms and common facilities that are located in a single building (the “Institut
de Biologie Intégrative des Plantes”). BPMP also has another minor location in the Faculté des Sciences (Campus
Triolet, University of Montpellier) for teaching activities. The BPMP has long standing collaborations with the UMR
LEPSE (“Laboratoire d'Etude des Plantes sous Stress Environnementaux”).

BPMP is associated to the LabEx AGRO which in Montpellier drives research on mostly tropical crops from genes to
the field.

The focus of the unit is water and mineral nutrition, and the responses of plants to abiotic stresses.

Management team

BPMP is managed by a direction team. Alain Gojon was the former Director, Christophe Maurel, the former
Deputy-Director is now the proposed new head.

HCERES NOMENCLATURE

SVET, SVE2

THEMATICS

The general theme of the unit focuses on plant water and mineral nutrition, as well as responses to environmental
abiofic stress factors. The activities of the unit focus on basic research in these areas, but with a significant
emphasis on higher education. All the research teams study aspects of the functional and/or developmental
processes determining plant water and mineral status, particularly membrane transport processes required for the
acquisition of water and minerals roofs. The second main scientific theme of BPMP research concerns the stress
perception and signaling mechanisms that allow adaptive responses. This topic encompasses genome-wide
franscription reprogramming and large-scale proteome modifications associated with changes in growth and
development. In addition, the LabEx AGRO has undertaken research related fo the agricultural development in
Southern countries, as well as other international activities.

UNIT WORKFORCE
Biochemistry and Plant Molecular Physiology (BPMP)
Active staff Number Number
06/30/2019 | 01/01/2021

Full professors and similar positions 3 3

Assistant professors and similar positions 4 4

Full time research directors (Directeurs de recherche) and similar positions 10 11

Full time research associates (Chargés de recherche) and similar positions 27 26
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Other scientists (*Conservateurs, cadres scientifiques des EPIC, fondations, 0 0
industries, efc.”)

High school teachers 0 0

Supporting personnel (ITAs, BIATSSs and others, notably of EPICs) 37 36

Permanent staff 81 80

Non-permanent professors and associate professors, including emeritus

Non-permanent full time scientists, including emeritus, post-docs (except

PhD students) 5

PhD Students 19

Non-permanent supporting personnel 7

Non-permanent staff 31
Total 112 80

GLOBAL ASSESSMENT OF THE UNIT

This excellent unit undertakes fundamental research into plant nutrition and responses to environmental stresses. It
has achieved commendable success in terms of the quality of publications published in well-respected
international journals, the organisation of conferences and the level of funding achieved, particularly in terms of
European grants. While the unit does not have a large number of interactions with industry, there have been a
good number of activities that allow dissemination of important findings and other information to the general
public and society at large. The Unit is composed of a vibrant interactive community of researchers, with
outstanding leadership and excellent management and communication throughout the different levels of the
organisation. The researchers are highly supportive of the Unit as a whole and its activities, and there is a good
sense of wellbeing and pride in joint research endeavour throughout. There is a good number of PhD students,
most of whom archive first author publications during or soon after the completion of their studies. The 5-year plan
was built through consultation and input from the researchers, and hence has a firm foundation of engagement
from all the staff. The research plan is generally, novel, fimely and innovative and well placed at the cutting edge
of scientific endeavour in this field globally.
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