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Tables in this document were filled with data submitted by the supervising body on behalf the unit. 

 

UNIT PRESENTATION 

 

Unit name: Institut de Recherche en Infectiologie de Montpellier 

Unit acronym: IRIM 

Current label and N°: UMR 9004 

ID RNSR: 201722408M 

Application type: Renewal 

Head of the unit (2019-

2020): Mr Jean-Michel MESNARD 

Project leader (2021-2025): Mr Jean-Michel MESNARD 

Number of teams and/or 

themes: 
11 

 

EXPERTS COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Chair: Mr Jean DUBUISSON, CNRS Lille 

 

Experts: 

Mr Frédéric BARRAS, Institut Pasteur, Paris 

Mr Steeve BOULANT, Heidelberg University, Germany 

Ms Isabelle IMBERT, Aix-Marseille Université 

Mr Frank LAFONT, CNRS Lille 

Ms Claire LE HENAFF - Le Marrec, Institut polytechnique de Bordeaux 

(representative of CNU) 

Mr Laurent MAILLY, Inserm Strasbourg 

Mr Olivier SILVIE, Inserm Paris (representative of CoNRS) 

Mr Lucas WILLEMS, FNRS-ULg, Belgium 

 

HCÉRES REPRESENTATIVE 
 

 Ms Birke BARTOSCH 

 

REPRESENTATIVES OF SUPERVISING BODIES 
 

 
Ms Silvie GUERDER, CNRS 

Mr Jacques MERCIER, Université de Montpellier 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF THE UNIT 
 

The Institut de Recherche en Infectiologie de Montpellier (IRIM, UMR 9004) was created in 2017 as a mixed unit 

between CNRS and University of Montpellier. The historical teams of the IRIM were members of the mixed unit 

“Centre d’études d’agents Pathogènes et Biotechnologies pour la Santé” (CPBS; UMR-5236, CNRS & University of 

Montpellier) created in 2011. This unit was created by aggregating eleven research teams originating from 

different units of Montpellier working in the field of infectious diseases. 

In 2015, after cancelation of a fusion project between CPBS and Inserm U1058, CPBS was transformed into a 

Formation de Recherche en Evolution (FRE 3689) for two years, also entitled CPBS, composed of the original CPBS 

teams reinforced by two new teams. The unit was then reevaluated in 2016 and finally a mixed unit between the 

CNRS and the University of Montpellier, called IRIM (UMR9004), was created in 2017. Currently, the IRIM is 

composed of thirteen teams. IRIM conducts mainly basic research on infectious diseases, with some activities on 

complementary research in biotechnology or in translational/clinical research. 

IRIM is located on the CNRS campus of the “Route de Mende”. It shares a new building opened in 2011 with the 

Centre d’Études des Maladies Infectieuses et Pharmacologie Anti-Infectieuse (CEMIPAI), a high-capacity BSL-3 

platform that forms an independent UMS (Unité Mixte de Service, CNRS & Université Montpellier). The IRIM is 

connected to two other CNRS institutes on the CNRS campus (CRBM and IGMM), with whom IRIM shares common 

services. 

 

Management team 
 

Jean-Michel Mesnard and Stephan Köhler will be the director and the deputy director, respectively, for the next 

quinquennial program. 

 

HCÉRES NOMENCLATURE 
 

SVE3 Microbiologie, virologie, immunité 

SVE2 Biologie cellulaire, imagerie, biologie moléculaire, biochimie, génomique, biologie systémique, 

développement, biologie structurale 

 

THEMATICS 
 

IRIM focuses its research activities by working on infectious diseases. In particular, IRIM teams work on different 

pathogens including bacteria (Brucella, Coxiella and Mycobacterium) and viruses (retroviruses, emerging viruses, 

influenza A, hepatitis viruses). Within the unit, there is also a strong interest in the understanding of the cellular 

mechanisms involved in resistance to infections (autophagy, interferon synthesis and cellular restriction factors). 

This potential of research in bacteriology and virology, combined with their skills in biophysics (especially 

concerning the remodeling of the plasma membrane) and in molecular modeling also contributes to the 

development of knowledge and tools to identify biomarkers and antiviral or antibiotic molecules. 

For the next contract, the research fields of IRIM will remain focused on the same themes. 

 

UNIT WORKFORCE 
 

Infectious Disease Research Institute of Montpellier 
 

 

Active staff 
Number 

06/30/2019 

Number 

01/01/2021 

Full professors and similar positions 0 0  

Assistant professors and similar positions 4 4  

Full time research directors (Directeurs de recherche) and similar positions 12 15  
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Full time research associates (Chargés de recherche) and similar positions 15 12 

Other scientists (“Conservateurs, cadres scientifiques des EPIC, fondations, 

industries, etc.”) 
0  0 

High school teachers 1  1 

Supporting personnel (ITAs, BIATSSs and others, notably of EPICs) 25  24 

Permanent staff 57 56 

Non-permanent professors and associate professors, including emeritus   0   

Non-permanent full time scientists, including emeritus, post-docs (except 

PhD students) 
 10   

PhD Students  23   

Non-permanent supporting personnel  25   

Non-permanent staff 58   

Total 115 56 

 

 

GLOBAL ASSESSMENT OF THE UNIT 
 

The main objectives of the IRIM are to improve basic understanding of key biological mechanisms in infectious 

diseases, to understand the cellular mechanisms involved in resistance to infections and to train a new generation 

of scientists to work in this field. In general, the research carried out in the unit is excellent. Scientists in the IRIM 

carry out high quality research on host-pathogen interactions by working on bacteria and viruses as well as on 

cellular mechanisms involved in resistance to infections. Over the past five years, IRIM scientists have published a 

large number of scientific articles with a majority as leading author (e.g., Nature Microbiology, Nature 

Communications, Science Advances, PNAS,...). In general, the ratio of articles with IRIM scientists in key positions is 

excellent. They have also attracted funding from national and international sources (Labex Epigenmed, ERC, 

ANR, INCA, etc). The unit provides an excellent training environment for PhD students and young post-doc 

scientists and they are exposed to basic research of high quality. The scientists of the IRIM also benefit from the 

rich scientific life of the unit, which is supported by weekly seminars partly given by external speakers. 

Although the unit faced difficulties after the last quinquennial evaluation, there has been tremendous efforts 

during the past five years to create a new scientific dynamic, notably by recruiting new team leaders, permanent 

scientists and supporting staff. The IRIM has indeed been able to attract five new teams, with three of them being 

supported by an ATIP-AVENIR grant. Furthermore, among these three teams, one is also supported by an ERC 

Starting grant. Globally, the unit recruited four permanent scientists and attracted eight other permanent 

researchers. 

The future projects of the unit are in the continuity of the research that has been carried out over the past five 

years. Overall, these projects are very good to excellent, solid, competitive and of high quality. They should lead 

to important discoveries on host-pathogen interactions and the cellular mechanisms involved in resistance to 

infections. 
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