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Education and qualifications
Master in Geophysics and Geochemistry (1979-1983) at Ecole normale supérieure de la rue 

d'Ulm. 

PhD in Geophysics and Geochemistry (1983) defended at Université de Paris VII. 

State thesis in Geosciences (1988) defended at Université de Rennes. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Research fields
Earth and natural resources  

Physics-chemistry of materials  

Use of trace elements in Food and Health 

Extraterrestrial matter and birth of the Solar System 

Blockchain and Track & Trace 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Academic and private employment
2016– : SICPA 

2010– : Professor – Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, 

Switzerland. 1992–2010: Professor – Ecole normale supérieure de Lyon, 

France. 

1988–1992: Professor – Université de Rennes, France. 

1983–1988 : Assistant-Professor – Université de Rennes, France. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Professional services (recent) 
2017– : Chief Scientific Officer at SICPA 

2010–2016: Vice-president of Academic Affairs (Provost) – Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale 

de Lausanne, Switzerland.  

2013–2014: President ad interim – Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Switzerland. 

2014–2017: Director General – Humain Brain Projet 

2007–2010: Chief of Staff of the French Minister for Higher Education and Research, Mrs 

Valérie Pécresse.  

2003–2007: Director – Ecole normale supérieure de Lyon. 

2006–2007: President – French National Science Foundation (ANR). 

2004–2007: President – University of Lyon. 

2000–2003: Director – Institut des Sciences de l’Univers (CNRS, French Research 

Agency in charge of research in Space, Environment, Oceanography, Climate and 

Earth Sciences). 
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Board and committees responsibilities (recent)
2016–: President of the Scientific and Innovation Board of the French region “Ile de France”.  

2016–: President of the Scientific Board of the Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique 

et Environnement (INRAE France).  

2019–: Chairman of the Industrial Committee - AI4EU. European industrial program on Artificial 

Intelligence.  

2014–2017: Director General – Humain Brain Projet (European Commission Future Emerging 

Technologies Flagship Project in Digital).  

2018–: Operating Partner – C4V. Venture fund in digital. In charge of deep tech.  

2014–2019: Board member – BioMérieux (Diagnostics Company).  

2014–: Board Member – Berger and Van Berchem (Asset Management Company).  

2013–: President of the Advisory Board – IRGC (International Risk Governance Council).  2011–

2019: Member of the Executive Committee – BNP Paribas Foundation in charge of climate 

and biodiversity research funding.  

2010–2015: President of the Board – Institut de Physique du Globe de Paris.  

2013–2016: President of the Board – VetAgroSup School.  

2001–2007: President of the Board – Synchrotron facility SOLEIL.  

2003–2007: Member of the Board – French Institute of Petroleum and Renewable Energies 

(IFPEN).  

2003–2005: Member of the Advisory Committee – Terres Australes et Antarctiques 

Françaises (TAAF) 
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